
Attributes



Attributes:

• Describe a characteristic of a value

• Provide a way of assessing a value

• Provide a way to compare a value to 
what the community wants to achieve

• Allow us to see how  the state of 
values change over time



What should we 
look for in good 

attributes?

Relevant to the 
issue in question

Directly or 
indirectly relates 

to the value 
being assessed Has a direct 

use for decision 
making

Defensible 
and 

transparent

Not too hard, time 
consuming or 
expensive to 

measure
Complements 
other attributes 

to build a picture 
of the value



Hours of sleep 

each night

Hours of 

exercise each 

week

Body Mass Index

Resting 

Heart Rate

Temperature

No. of sick 

days per 

year

Blood pressure

No. of fruit and 

vege. servings 

per day

Mood

BEING HEALTHY!!BEING HEALTHY!!BEING HEALTHY!!BEING HEALTHY!!



Thresholds

• Part of the process of assessing a 
value

• Thresholds identify boundaries that 
classify the state of an attribute.

• In the NOF these relate to the A, B, C 
and D bands.



Target! Bottom Line!

42oC40oC39oC38oC37.5oC

Time to 

take a day 

off work!

Time to 

go to the 

doctor!

Time to 

go to the 

hospital!

GOOD FAIR POOR CRITICAL
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Mauri, biodiversity, habitat
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